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Principal’s Welcome
On behalf of the students, staff, School Council and school community, I would like to extend a warm
welcome to you and your family and thank you for your interest in our school.
As you will see our school offers a truly holistic educational experience to our learning community.
We provide our students an inquiry-based curriculum that extends much further than Literacy and
Numeracy. Our students experience a broad range of programs that educate ‘the whole child’ and
provide opportunities for students to develop and succeed in all areas of the curriculum.
We extend each child's social, emotional and intellectual
growth. Our highly motivated, professional and caring
staff support students in a positive and vibrant learning
environment. They are committed to meeting the needs
of each child and, in doing so, enable students to
achieve higher levels of learning.
The community views education as a shared responsibility and the co-operative partnership
between the school and home is a highly valued feature of the school.
I hope this Information Booklet and our school website give you an understanding of our school. I
would be more than happy to answer any further queries you may have.
Warm regards,
Christian Holdsworth
Principal

Our Mission
To provide a child safe, inclusive, caring and dynamic environment that engages students to
achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. We aim to build
social responsibility, resilience, perseverance and independence so students can best meet the
challenges of our rapidly changing world and become ethical and responsible global and digital
citizens. Croydon Hills has a commitment to zero tolerance of child abuse and is committed to child
safety. We support and respect all children as well as our staff and volunteers. We want all children at
this school to be safe, happy and empowered.

Student Wellbeing
Our school aims to provide a safe, secure and caring environment, which allows for the
development of adaptable, independent and confident students with high self efficacy. We believe
all members of the school community have the right to work and learn in an environment that
respects the rights of others, values diversity and upholds the value of the individual.
Our school’s proactive approach to student wellbeing is aligned to Positive Education and the
PERMAH model. The school draws upon the VIA character strengths to anchor the development of
social emotional intelligence.
The school uses Restorative Practice approaches to appropriately handle challenging student
interactions. This gives all parties an opportunity to be heard and values each of their perspectives.
We have two dedicated Student Welfbeing Officers who provide additional support to those
students that need additional wellbeing support. This can include directly supporting the student
themselves or the families and staff who are caring for the child.
We invite you to visit the policies page of our school website to gain a greater understanding of our
wellbeing programs:
●
●
●

Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy
Bullying Prevention Policy
Inclusion and Diversity Policy.

Teaching and Learning
At Croydon Hills Primary School, we deliver a comprehensive curriculum based on
the Victorian Curriculum.
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 articulates a student’s learning journey over their first
eleven years of schooling. The curriculum is the common set of knowledge and
skills that support life-long learning, social development and active and informed
citizenship. The Victorian Curriculum F–10 incorporates the Australian Curriculum
and reflects Victorian priorities and standards.
Both the physical environment and the learning programs are organised to
facilitate four collaborative learning communities. In 2022 the school will have six
Prep classes, ten Junior classes (five Year One classes and five Year Two classes),
nine Middle classes (Year Three and Four) and eight Senior (Year Five and Six)
classes. Junior, Middle and Senior school students engage in eight units of study

over a two-year cycle. Prep students complete four units in their Prep year. These
units are aligned to the Victorian Curriculum and delivered pedagogically
through an inquiry approach that provides enhanced opportunities for student
voice and choice in learning. The school has a focus on the Humanities, Health,
Science and Global Education through these units. Geographically the school is
zoned to naturally support each of the four learning levels.
Classroom Teachers at Croydon Hills Primary School address the key learning
areas of English and Mathematics in dedicated time allocations. Students that
require additional literacy support are included in our Learning Enhancement
Program. Our specialist programs are resourced with specialist teaching staff in
dedicated rooms with extensive resources.

Specialist Programs
At Croydon Hills, every child, every week has five Specialist Subjects taught by trained specialist
teachers.

Visual Arts

In Visual Arts students develop their intellectual, imaginative and expressive
potential. They learn skills, techniques and knowledge of processes as a basis for
personal expression through a range of mediums.

Performing Arts

Our school delivers a holistic performing arts program encompassing music,
drama, and dance. Our Performing Arts Centre (PAC) provides each class with
an abundance of space to comfortably move and create.

Physical Education

Our Physical Education learning program focuses explicitly on developing
movement skills and concepts students require to participate in physical
activities with competence and confidence.

Sensory Motor Gym (Preps only)

Sensory Motor Gym (SMG) focuses on activating the brain to optimise learning
through enhancing sensory, visual, listening and memory skills. The program
complements learning from the classroom with literacy and numeracy learning
incorporated into the activities.

Science

Our specialist Science program gives students in all year levels the chance to
explore the world of Science. The program builds an understanding of important
scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific
knowledge, the contribution of science to our culture and society, and its
applications in our lives.

Indonesian (Years 1-6)

Students from Years 1 to 6 have an Indonesian lesson with a qualified teacher.
Students learn both the Indonesian language and build their understanding of
Indonesia - the country, their culture and their people. Prep students begin the
development of Indonesian language and culture in the classroom.

Extra Curricular Programs
Library

Each week, each class has a library session with their classroom teacher. This
lesson involves exploring rich literature and text features. In the session
students have an opportunity to borrow books of their choice.

Sport

Each Friday students in Years 1 - 6 have Sport with their PE teacher and their
classroom teachers. For Years 5 & 6 students this is in the form of Interschool
Sport, whilst Years 1 - 4 have Platoon. The sport program consists of Summer
Sport, Winter Sport, Athletics, Cross Country and Swimming.

Digital Technology

The use of digital technologies in the classroom complements the learning
programs. Each week, classes use the Digital Technologies Lab for the
explicit teaching of Digital Technology skills and concepts including those
associated with e-Safety. Additionally, our school is well resourced with
digital technologies with one device per two children in each of our Prep Year Four classes and a Bring Your Own iPad Program in Years 5 & 6.

Performing Arts

Our school has an extensive extra curricular program in this field. Students can choose to join the
school choir, involve themselves in Wakakirri and State Schools Spectacular, and/or have additional
instrumental music or singing lessons. Biannually the Middle School
Production gives all students in Years 3 & 4 an opportunity to experience
stage performance.

Art Club

Led by the Visual Arts teachers and Student Leaders, students can involve
themselves in the school’s weekly lunchtime Art Club.

Eco Club

Additional lunchtime clubs associated with the school’s farm and recycling give students with a
passion for environmental sustainability an opportunity to extend their experiences.

Student Leadership

The school values student voice and agency. The Year Six Student Leadership team consists of four
School Captains and two captains for each of Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Science, Eco
(Environment), Positive Education (Wellbeing), Global Education and Sport. The Junior School Council
is the formal student body of the school with representatives from each class meeting weekly with a
focus on 'leading change' and 'being the voice of the students'. JSC representatives report to the
School Council each month sharing updates on their student-led projects.

Excursions and Incursions

The school’s excursion and incursion program complements the classroom
learning programs by providing ‘real life’ experiences for all students. For
example, during the Prep unit ‘On the Farm’, students go on an excursion to
Chesterfield Farm.

School Camps

Our camping program provides students with the opportunity to experience
a sense of achievement in a variety of challenging environments. The
program is structured to develop social skills, leadership, respect for the
environment and enjoyment. The comprehensive camping program begins
with a Year 2 sleepover at school and works up to a five day Canberra Tour
in Year 6.

Facilities
Our school has seven acres of land that provides our learning community with
ample space diverse opportunities for our learning community.
Classrooms
Our school is equipped with 32 classrooms each with consistent resources and
learning artifacts that are in line with our whole school approaches to learning.
Rooms are each equipped with a large screen, a reading nook, digital
technologies, a breakout space and modern furniture. Many of the rooms
have the ability to open up to each other and the shared learning spaces
which provides great opportunities for collaboration and team teaching.
Library
Our school library is the ‘heart of the school’. It is extremely well resourced and
provides our students and staff access to a broad range of fiction and
non-fiction texts. The library is supported by satellite libraries around the school.
Visual Arts Room
Our school has a spectacular Visual Arts Room with resources to support the
various mediums including a kiln for pottery and screen printing materials.
Performing Arts Centre
Our traditional school hall is the hub for our Performing Arts program. The
learning space provides opportunities for students to move, explore and
experiment the various mediums.
Playgrounds
The school has large designated playgrounds for each learning hub. Each
playground is age appropriate and geographically located close to each
learning level. Many of the school’s playgrounds have been designed by the
students and funded by the parents’ association.
Ovals
We have four school ovals/fields which are used for play and structure sport.
During recess and lunchtime each of the ovals are designated to particular
learning levels.
Outdoor Courts
The school has four outdoor courts. Each court is marked for basketball, netball
and Hot Shots Tennis. Two of the courts are covered with synthetic grass and
one is covered by a waterproof shade structure. This is invaluable during both
the winter and summer months.
STEAM Facility
Our STEAM facility is home to our Science Specialist program, the Digital
Technology Lab and the STEAM resources. It is fitted out with large floor areas,
stand up tables, 26 iMac computers at sit down tables, coding equipment,
screens, a poster printer, a 3D printer, iPads and digital cameras.
The Stadium
Our state of the art, competition grade sporting complex provides an
excellent space for our students to participate in Physical Education, Sport and
SMG. It provides us with a great venue for our school assemblies and major
events such as Year 6 Graduation.
The Pavilion
The annexe to our Sports Stadium provides an additional room for Out School
Hours Care and is also used as an additional learning space for Instrumental
Music, Performing Arts and Visual Arts.

Passive Play Areas
Often students want to sit, talk and play quietly with friends. To facilitate this we are able to offer a
range of formal and informal spaces. These include:
The Wellbeing Playspace
This area, located between the Performing Arts Centre and the Library is fully supervised by
additional staff and student leaders at recess and lunch. The area has passive play activities
including oversized noughts and crosses, oversized connect four and a monster car track. It
also has a small sand pit, a blackboard and several bench seats.
The Farm
‘The Farm’ consists of vegetable gardens, a hot house, chickens and
a frog bog. It is a wonderful place for students to explore and learn. A
well as being a passive play area, it is also used extensively in our
Science program and classroom learning program.
The Birches
An extensive area developed in January 2001 by the Buildings &
Grounds Sub-Committee with many birch trees and intertwining
sealed paths. This area includes seating and tables.
The Asian Garden
This tranquil area has been created to provide a space for meditation
and reflection. It includes features from different Asian gardens, such as a koi fish pond,
decorative stone paths, bamboo screening and Japanese garden structures.
Yarrunga Reserve
The school borders Yarrunga Reserve, a large reserve with walking trails and wetlands, a large
playground, BBQ area, BMX track, open tennis courts, fitness equipment and a community centre.
The school draws upon this resource often, aligning it to the camps and sport programs. The school
choir makes regular excursions to the Yarrunga Community Centre to sing to the Yarrunga Retirees.

Communication
Our school draws upon a number of tools and strategies to effectively communicate with the community.

Compass
Compass is our school’s online school management system. It is used to provide weekly news,
school information and reminders about school activities through targeted News Feeds. It is also a
portal to record and approve your child's absences, give permission and pay for events, contact
with class teachers, and obtain student reports.

Flexischools
Flexischools is our online portal/application for Uniform Shop and Canteen Orders.

iNewsletter
iNewsletter houses our weekly school newsletter. The newsletter is available on Compass,
however you can directly subscribe via the link at the bottom of any newsletter. Scan this QR
code to view our latest newsletter.

Facebook
Our school has three Facebook pages and various unofficial groups. The school’s official
Facebook page is open to the public and, similar to our website, provides the broader community
opportunities to celebrate our great school. Our two parents’ associations, CHAPs and MOTHs
each also have their own ‘closed pages’. These pages require admin approval and they are for the school
community to facilitate and celebrate parents’ association events and fundraisers. There are ‘closed’ level
groups that are administered by parent volunteers. These pages provide families an opportunity to connect to
other families in their level.

School Website
Our school’s website contains information about our school and programs. It is primarily outward facing and
shares our great school with the broader community.

Teacher Communication
Teacher communication can be done via Compass, phone, email or in person. Families are welcome to call
the school office to leave a ‘call back message’, alternatively, teachers are available outside of school hours
for parent meetings.

Community Involvement
The community views education as a shared responsibility and the
co-operative partnership between the school and home is a highly valued
feature of the school. The school welcomes parent participation in the
canteen, literacy learning, sport coaching, and on camps and excursions.
We greatly appreciate those who volunteer their time to support our school
as members of School Council, Croydon Hills Association of Parents (CHAPs)
and Men of the Hills (MOTHs). All volunteers require a Working With Children
Check, which is free online. All visitors to our school must first report to the
office where they sign in and receive a visitor's badge. On leaving, visitors
must sign out on the Compass kiosk.

Uniform
It is compulsory for students to wear approved uniform colours and styles. The
school colours are navy blue and red. As Croydon Hills is a SunSmart school,
hats are compulsory during Terms 1 and 4. Children are encouraged to wear
appropriate footwear for physical education lessons. Our Uniform Shop
operates within the school on Monday 3-4 pm. Parents can also order
uniforms online through Flexischools. The school's Uniform Policy is available
on the school website.

Canteen
Our school offers a canteen service where families can pre order lunches
online or purchase items over the counter. The canteen offers healthy and
nutritious options. The canteen is managed by school staff with parent
volunteers welcome. Once a month a special lunch day is offered. These
include Pancake Day, Footy Day and more!

Out of School Hours Care
The OSHC program provides quality care and supervision for children out of hours: Before School
Care - 6.45 - 8.45, After School Care - 3.30 - 6.30 and Vacation Care - all Holidays through the year
and last two weeks before school returns for the new year. The comprehensive program includes
Dance, Drama, Sport, Art and Craft. Students' meals are included.

Assemblies
School Assemblies are a great opportunity to share learning and celebrate community. Assemblies
rotate on a three week cycle with Whole School Celebration Assemblies interchanging with
Prep/Middle Level Assemblies and Junior/Senior Assemblies. Generally, assemblies occur at 2:40pm
on Friday afternoons. Parents are welcome to attend. Assembly dates are found in the School
Newsletter.

